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Abstract
In my talk I will consider the different ways that voices are processed in the human brain, including
speech, emotion and identity information, as well as links between perception and production
networks. I will use a neuroanatomical framework to start mapping out these processes, and show
how this relates to the anatomical and functional perceptual systems seen in non-human primate
brains. I will address hemispheric asymmetries, and the qualitatively different kinds of information
which are preferentially processed in the right and left hemispheres. Finally, I will argue that we
need to start to address the social use of voices – e.g. in conversational speech and laughter – in
order to understand many of the patterns of activations that we see.
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